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CONTENT AREA(S):  Social Studies 
 
COURSE/GRADE LEVEL(S): Advanced Placement United States History II / 10th Grade 
 
 
I. Course Overview 
 
This course meets the second half of the state graduation requirement in United States History. It is designed to 
help students develop analytical skills and provides the factual information necessary to deal critically with the 
problems of American history. Students learn to assess historical materials and their relevance to a given  
interpretive problem and to weigh the evidence and analysis presented by historical scholarship. Essay writing is 
emphasized, and students may be expected to complete a research/term paper or its equivalent. The program 
prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands equivalent to those  
of a full-year, introductory college course. The curriculum has been approved by the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement Program and prepares students for the AP United States History Exam. 
 
II. Units of Study   
 

US History I – Review 
Unit 1 - Frontier and Factory 
Unit 2 - A Changing America 
Unit 3 - Toward a New Society: The Progressive Era 
Unit 4 -The Great War 
Unit 5 - Boom to Bust in the Jazz Age 
Unit 6 - Depression and New Deal 
Unit 7 - World War II 
Unit 8 - American at Midcentury: The Cold War 
Unit 9 - The Flowering of the American Century 
Unit 10 - Toward the Right and Toward the Future 

 
III. Learning Objectives 
 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards: 
 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World 

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and 
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 
Eras 

The Development of the Industrial United States 
The Emergence of Modern America: Progressive Reforms 
The Emergence of Modern America: World War I  
The Emergence of Modern America: Roaring Twenties 
The Great Depression and World War II: The Great Depression 
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The Great Depression and World War II : New Deal 
The Great Depression and World War II: World War II 
Postwar United States: Cold War 
Postwar United States: Civil Rights and Social Change 
Contemporary United States: Domestic Policies 
Contemporary United States: International Policies 
Contemporary United States: Interconnected Global Society 
 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century 
All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world. 
 

Chronological Thinking 
• Compare present and past events to evaluate the consequences of past decisions and to apply lessons 

learned. 
• Analyze how change occurs through time due to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 

advancements and changes in the political and economic landscape. 
Spatial Thinking 
• Construct various forms of geographic representations to show the spatial patterns of physical and 

human phenomena. 
• Relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions. 

Critical Thinking 
• Distinguish valid arguments from false arguments when interpreting current and historical events. 
• Evaluate sources for validity and credibility and to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias. 

Presentational Skills 
• Take a position on a current public policy issue and support it with historical evidence, reasoning, and 

constitutional analysis in a written and/or oral format. 
 
8.1 Educational Technology 

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 
problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. 

 
A. Technology Operations and Concepts 
B. Creativity and Innovation 
C. Communication and Collaboration 
D. Digital Citizenship 
E. Research and Information Literacy 
F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 

 
Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects - Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6–12 

 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features 

as the date and origin of the information. 
2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 
3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or 

simply preceded them.   
 
Craft and Structure 

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/standards/6/6-3.htm
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4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies. 

5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis. 
6. Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including 

which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital 

text. 
8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 
9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 
 
 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects - Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects 6–12 

 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 

experiments, or technical processes. 
 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
3. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
4. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
5. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, 

taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
6. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

7. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

8. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Range of Writing  
9. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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IV. Essential Questions  
 
 

Unit 1 - Frontier and Factory 
• William Seward said that the Civil War was an “irrepressible conflict.”  Was this also true of the conflict 

between white America and the Plains Indians? How could the situation have been handled differently? 

• What was the conflict between the farmers and the railroads?  Why did the early state and federal efforts to 
regulate railroads fail? 

• Is Frederick Jackson Turner’s “frontier theses” correct? Do you see any evidence of it in the American 
Character today? 

• Explain how the building of the nation's railroad network stimulated American industrialization and the 
growth of large corporations. 

• Discuss government attempts to stop the growth of trusts and monopolies in the late nineteenth century. Why 
were these efforts ineffective? 

• How would a conservative Social Darwinist view government’s role in terms of poverty and the exploitation 
of labor. How would the Social Darwinist justify such recommendations?  How would a Social Darwinist 
view the AP program? 

 
Unit 2 - A Changing America 

• Explain the Victorian genteel tradition in the arts. Discuss the writers, painters, architects, and social scientists 
who broke with it in the late nineteenth century. 

• Between 1870 and 1900 nearly 11 million immigrants entered the United States. Discuss who came, why they 
came, where they settled, how they fared, and the impact they had on urban America. 

• Discuss the rise of the urban political machines and bosses. Why did they emerge? What roles did they play? 
Who supported them and why? Who fought them and why? 

• Discuss the Victorian view of the role of women. How did the so-called new woman of the late nineteenth 
century challenge the Victorian ideal? Which women were the most affected by the new-woman patterns? 
Which were least affected by the changes? 

• Discuss the varied responses of nineteenth-century middle-class reformers to urban ethnic diversity, poverty, 
and crime. 

 
Unit 3 - Toward a New Society: The Progressive Era 

• Describe the rise of Populism in the 1890s.  How and why was the Populist party formed?  What did it hope to 
accomplish?  Why did it fail to become a major party and gain control of the federal government?  Did it 
accomplish anything? 

• Discuss the election of 1896.  Who were the candidates?  What were the issues?  What was the outcome?  
Why was it an important watershed election? 

• The author of Chapter 22 states that “on the issue of racial justice,” the record of the Progressives was 
“generally dismal.”  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?  Support your position with as 
many relevant examples as possible of the actions of various progressives. 

• In Chapter 22 the author concludes that the “Progressive Era… shines forth as a time when American politics 
seriously began to confront the massive social upheaval wrought by industrialization.”  But progressivism 
also “had it’s repressive, illiberal, and coercive dimensions.”  Do you agree or disagree with this 
assessment?  Support your position with as much specific evidence as possible. 
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• One historian has written this about progressive reform: “The Roosevelt Era … had been a period of 
beginnings, of a scattering of pioneer legislation … The Wilson Era, building on this foundation, was a 
period of sweeping achievement.”  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?  Support your 
position with as much specific evidence as possible. 

 
Unit 4 -The Great War 
• In 1898 the United States declared war on Spain, although there seemed to be little provocation. Why did the 

majority of Americans and most government leaders favor war? 

• With the annexation of the Philippines, the United States for the first time imposed its rule on a distant people 
by military force. How can you account for this change in U.S. foreign policy? What pressures and groups 
led the nation in this imperialistic direction? Were there countergroups trying to prevent this course? If so, 
why were they unsuccessful? 

• In what ways did U.S. policy in Asia and Latin America between 1900 and 1917 foreshadow U.S. 
intervention in World War 1? 

• In 1914 Woodrow Wilson, proclaimed U.S. neutrality and asked the American people to be neutral in thought 
as well as action. In April 1917 Wilson asked Congress to declare was on Germany. What brought about 
this turnabout in American policy toward World War I? 

• During World War I how did the U.S. government attempt to mobilize the economy, influence public opinion, 
and silence all dissent? 

• Woodrow Wilson wanted to draw up a liberal settlement at the end of the war that would ensure peace and 
democracy for generations thereafter. What prevented the realization of his plans?  

 
 
Unit 5 - Boom to Bust in the Jazz Age 

• What accounts for the economic growth and prosperity of the 1920s? Who benefited most from that 
prosperity? Who did not share it and why? 

• Sharp social conflicts existed in American society in the 1920s. These conflicts produced fear, intolerance, 
and attempts to "purify" the country by legislation and coercion. What were some of the attempts of 
government and private groups to bring back a more traditional and homogenous America? 

• The 1920s were a time of changing manners and morals and of cultural ferment. What were some of the 
changes that took place in popular culture and among artists and intellectuals? 

 
Unit 6 - Depression and New Deal 

• What was it about the issues and the personalities in the election of 1932 that made it a “no-brainer”?  What 
can candidates for president today learn from that election?  

• What were the basic purposes and programs of the First New Deal?  Evaluate the effectiveness of these 
programs.  

• Analyze the basic purposes and programs of the Second New Deal and discuss how they differed from those 
of the First New Deal.  

• What were the political implications of Roosevelt’s overwhelming landslide in the election 1936? How did 
that election affect Roosevelt’s presidency?  Is there evidence that FDR misjudged his mandate?  

• Describe the psychological impact of poverty and unemployment during the Depression.  How did individuals 
and families respond to hardships?  Do you think that generation’s experience shapes how they view your 
generation?  



SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CHATHAMS 
CURRICULUM PROFILE 

 
 

Curriculum Profile  Advanced Placement US History II 6 

• Describe the role of mass culture (radio, music and movies) as a form of escapism during the Depression.  
How did films reflect the values or social problems of the era?  Can your answer to this question tell you 
anything about the role of mass culture today?  

 
Unit 7 - World War II 

• What was the strength of isolationist sentiment in the United States in from 1939 until December of 1941?  
Did President Roosevelt lead the American people or follow them?  Could he have done more to help the 
allies before the attack on Pearl Harbor?  

• Why did the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor?  What did they hope to accomplish?  

• How well did the American military forces perform during the early years of the war? What were the reasons 
for these successes or failures? How did the events overseas affect public opinion about the war at home?  

• How did World War II change American business, labor and government?  

• What were the effects of World War II on Mexican-Americans, African-Americans and Japanese- 
Americans.  Why were these effects different?  

• Discuss the effects of World War on women, marriage and the family.  

• Why did the United States drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?  What explanations have been 
offered?  Do you feel the United States actions were justified?  

 
Unit 8 - American at Midcentury: The Cold War 

• One historian has argued that President Truman was at least partially responsible for McCarthyism and the 
popular obsession with communist subversion that gripped the United States in the late 1940s and 1950s.  
Discuss your reasons for either agreeing or disagreeing with that change 

• Another historian has observed, “If the Truman years represent an era of progress, however, limited, in civil 
rights, [for black Americans], they represent an era of retrogression in civil liberties [free exercise of the 
rights guaranteed in the First Amendment].”  Discuss the statement and support or refute it with specific 
evidence from Chapter 26. 

• What was the containment policy? How did the Truman administration implement it in Europe and Asia? 

• Who is more responsible for the start of the Cold War?  What actions of the US or the USSR support your 
conclusion? 

•  “Balance and moderation . . .characterized Eisenhower’s domestic record.  But his middle-of-the-road 
policies pleased neither liberals nor conservatives.”  Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

• Why is the section of Chapter 27 dealing with American society and culture in the 1950s titled “Consensus 
and Conservatism.” Considering the major trends in American family life, religion, education, the arts, and 
entertainment during the fifties, is this an appropriate title?  

 
Unit 9 - The Flowering of the American Century 

• What were the real accomplishments and failures of John F. Kennedy’s thousand-day presidency?  How do 
these differ with the popular conception of JFK?  What accounts for the difference? 

• Discuss the developments of the 1960s civil-rights movement.  What were its successes and its frustrations?  
How and why did it change? 

• Compare and contrast the United States in the 1950s and the 1960s.  How do you account for the great 
differences between these two decades?  What trends of the 1960s actually started in the 1950s? 
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• What are the differences between the reality of the 1960s and the popular conception of the decade prevalent 
today? 

• What did Richard Nixon contribute to the success of the Republican party in the early 21st century? 

• Some historians claim that the outcome of Watergate proved the constitutional system worked. Others believe 
that it further eroded trust in government and the ability of presidents to lead effectively. What is your 
interpretation of the outcome of Watergate and its impact on the United States? 

 
Unit 10 - Toward the Right and Toward the Future 

• Some historians claim that the outcome of Watergate proved the constitutional system worked. Others believe 
that it further eroded trust in government and the ability of presidents to lead effectively.  What is your 
interpretation of the outcome of Watergate and its impact on the United States? 

• What is meant by the term “Reagan Revolution”? What accounts for the appeal of Ronald Reagan and his 
policies to the American electorate in the 1980s?  

•  “The Iran-Contra Affair represented a far greater danger to our Constitution than Watergate”.  Do you agree 
or disagree with this conclusion of a college paper 
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V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks 
 

Project-based Assessment 
• Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in mock trials, historic role plays, debates and other project-

based assessments.  Student performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of projects and 
outlining standards of performance for each. 

 
Class participation and graded discussion 
• Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in class dialogue and collaboration in addition to guided 

discussions.  Performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of discussion and outlining standards 
of performance of each. 

• Discussion and analysis demonstrated through participation in online forums discussions and collaborative glossaries 
 
Unit Tests, Formative and Summative Assessments and Final Exam 
• Content knowledge demonstrated on homework, unit quizzes and tests that include elements of traditional assessment 

tools such as short answer, identification questions and descriptive essays. 
• Content knowledge and understanding demonstrated by application of social studies concepts and historical 

understandings in thesis essays and projects. 
 
VI. Instructional Materials 
 
Textbook: 

Boyer, Paul S. et al. The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People 
 
Supplementary Texts: 
 

Zinn, Howard, People’s History of the United States (selections only) 
Reprints of current periodicals, teacher-reviewed internet resources 

 
 


	All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
	All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge.

